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F it it not uſual for Mes of 
my Profeſſion to mate 4 
' Noiſe and Buſtle with their, 
Pens, I ſhould have been. 
one of the laff in chain 5 
this manner of Proceeding, had it not 
been that the Malice and Eur) of ſome, 
og A 2 and 
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The PREFACE. 


and the Indifferency, (to give it no worſe 
Term) of , others, whom I took to be my 
\ Patrons, induc'd me to defend my Re- 
tation, which ſeem d to be attac d 
their mutual and wnanimoas Cen 


eferrence. 


From whence this their Malice and 

Hatred 72 „ I cannot conjectur e, 
unleſs it be from my conſtant and unal- 
terable Fidelity, and faithful Service to 
the Crown, in mean Station, ſince 
the firſs Time I had the Honour to be 
employd in any of his Majeſty's Docks. 
As I have perform d this Service with 
all the Integrity I am capable of, for « 
wards of Twenty Tears, it hath ſo 2 
uch Storms in -the Breaſts of thoſe, 
who have not atted with the like Can- 
dor and Sincerity, and have therefore 
been Aiſcarded, that they, {eave- no Stone 
wnturn'd, to ſee me imbark'd on the fame 
Bottom, ho ing to ſatiate and * their 


* Wits by ſeting e; ſplit.on 
e Roc 


on which th . 
ee Shipwreck,” ” 
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The PRE FACE: 


Such their ſiniſter Doings, have 
urg d me, contrary to my Inclination, 
to vindicate and aſſert my Reputation, 
by publiſhing to the World my Caſe 
in as, plain and mundiſeuisd 4 Me. 
thoa as my mean Copactly can offer or 


2 


Hereia I have advanced Nothing but 
pure Matter of Fact, which (when chat- 
lenged) I am both able and ready to 


prove. 


If my Adverſarirs can af on the 
ame Footing, and prove any one Arti- 
cle they. ful 22 to my Prejudice, I 
ſhall tamely ſubmit, and own my ſelf as 
reat 4 Cheat, as they would have the 


World take me for. 


In the mean time, the better to de- 
bar them from all Colour and Pretence of 
evading this fair Challenge, I have here 
briefly ſet. down both their and my Beha. 
viour, in our ſeveral Stations,- ſince J 

A3 had 
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The PREFACE. 


had the Honour to be empl d in the 
Service of the Crown, that every unby- 
oF Reader may ſee and judge which 

ve behav'd themſelves with the moſt 
Honeſty, and conſequently who are moſt 
barſbly treated. "I 


All the Matters you will find briefly 
treated of in my Caſe, with all the Can- 
daur aud Truth of an honeſk Man. It 
i contrary to my Inclination, 10 ſet 
down 8 Third of what I cauld, in this 
wy Caſe, leſt I ſhould make it, by en- 
larging, ſwell to 4 great Volume. | 
rather forbear, being content with the 
Hopes and Satisfaction of having fu 
the Months of my Adverſaries, 4 
ſerting Trae Matters of Fact, which . 
they cannat deny, and which, (if I had 


fat ſtill, aud not mentionea) mig ht have 


inauced even honeft Men, to think me 4 
Man every may 4s bad 4. my Adverſaries 


gave me out for. 


Before I conclude, 1 muff beg the 
Reader. Patience to hear one Article, 
which, (though it may ſeem 10 ſtartle his 

f Belief 


The PREFACE, 


Belief ) I will maintain to be 4 real 
"Truth. No Man converſant in Affairs 
can well imagine, that any one employ'd 
in Pablick Truſt would have the Aſſu- 
rance (eſpecially under the Bexign In- 
fluence of our happy Conſtitution) either 
to banter the wery Perſons he had him- 
ſelf employ's faithfully to ſerve the Go- 
vernmet; or to eſpouſe the Quarrel of 
ſuch, who for their unwarrantable Pro- 
ceedings, had been diſcarded by the very 
ſame Adminiſtration : And yet Mr, 
Sutherland, and my ſelf, are freſh In- 
ſtances of this bold and unpreſidented 
Procedure, for when we were big with the 
Hopes and Expectation of a genteel and 
handſome Reward, (ſuch as I had for- 
merly receivd under 4 Reign, wherein 
Juſtice did not mort fully abound than in 
this) for. oar fai * a honeſt Compli- 
auce to h Bor Orders, were, to our 


— 
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great Kurprise, diſiniſid with « very 

untowirdly Exit, mich to this parpoſe, 

D—# ye, Muſt ye be hired to bs 
On | 
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The PRE FA CE 


Certainly, the Government had 4 quite 
aifferent View, when this Gentleman was 
advanced to the Honourable. Poſt he at 
preſent enjoys under it, from the, Doing 5 
and Actings he has lately ſhewn; I mean 
his encouraging the Faulty and Cul- 
pable, and diſcouraging the Faithful and 
Honeſt. . | 3 
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Mr Richard Williamſon. 
Sbipre ig bi. 


November 171 = 


ZI AF > ch The ſaid Richard Wi llienſew, 
ES: $1 have for the moſt part been 
| f Ea employ'd in his Majeſty's 
Service ſince the Year: 1686, 
bo ben I vas plac'd out by my 
Father an Apprentice to Mr 
William Spez then Builder's-Aſſiſtant in 
His Majeſty's Yard at Portſmouth, and very 
ſoon after my ſaid Maſter was made Ma- 
ſter Builder of the ſaid Yard. Soon after I 
Was 


0629 
out of my Apprenticeſhip, I was appoint- 
ed to reccive and talley with the Mer- 
chants for His Majeſty's Stores in the 
laid Yard, with the  meaſyring of the 
Painter's Work, and ſome other Branches 
in relation thereto, for the\$tote-keeper 
of that Yard. | 
Thus I continued until Mr John Phillips, 
now Maſter-Builder in His Majeſty's Yard 
at Plymouth (who was Cotemporary with 
me in Apprenticeſhip to the ſaid Mr Si- 
gants) had recommended me to Mr John 
Wells, then Maſter-Builder at the Great 
Wet-Dock in the River of Thames in Re- 
therhith, as a Perſon every way qualified 
to manage the Affairs of that Yard under 
him; and thus I was ſpared from His 
Majeſty's Service to officiate the Affairs 
of that Great Yard under the faid Mr 
Well,, in the ſaid River, where I had the 
Sole Management (under the Builder) of 
rebuilding one of His Majeſty's Third- 
rate Ships, viz. the Grafton, with ſeveral 
others for the Indian Merchant's Service; 
and thus I had continued, but that Mr 
Stigants, my aforeſaid Maſter, courted me 
to go to Dover as Clerk of the Check and 
Store-keeper, he being appointed and 
piteh'd upon to 3 as Super -In - 
tendant under a Board of Commiſſioners 
appointed to repair and make Dovey 
Peer. He uſing abundance of fair Pro- 
miſes and enticing Words, at length _ 
ſwaded me to go Aﬀeer I bad ated me 
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(3) 
time at Dover, under my ſaid Maſter, he 
began to tell me, the honeſt Salary could 
not maintain us, and that ſome other way 
muſt be found to get a Penny, other wiſe 
we ſhould waſte our Salaries in Petty Ex- 
pences in that ſaid Affair, alledging, That 
he knew it to be a Cuſtom in moſt of the 
King's Yards; which, indecd, I knew, in 
part, my ſelf, as having had ence the Offer 
of a handful of Money, untold, from a 
Timber-Merchant at Portſmouth, with this 
Proviſo, that I would receive his Timber, 
and ſet down the Contents much larger 
than what it contain'd : The meaning was, 
that be had contracted with the Govern- 
ment to ſerve them with large Timber, 
that ſhould contain juſt as much again as 
what he had by him to ſupply them with, 
Hawever, I rcfus'd the Offer, unleis the 
ſaid Merchant would inform me, which 
way I might joyn two Pieces of his Tim- 
ber ſo artificially that it might not be 
diſcovered, and ſo | never had any ſuch 
Offer atter that time. 0 
But to proceed to my Dover Manage- 
ment: Says my ſaid Maſter, you and 1 
may go on after ſuch a manner, that there 
can be no tracing of us: You may heave 
in 15 Load of Timber into ſuch and ſuch 
Men's Contracts, and I being empower' d 
to receive their Money, wilt give. theay 
their juſt due, and divide the over - plus 
between us. After ſuch a manner you 
may proceed fately, and in ſharing — 
a 
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ſhall have Twenty Pounds in every Fifty 
we gain, and Thirty, Pounds will remain 
to me. - | | ws TOLL 
As in particular, ſays Mr Stigants, add 
to Mr Liffs Timber four or five Foot 
in each End, which would amount to 
one Eighth of the whole, and to Mr Pun- 
wet's Plank fourty Ends, containing four 
Load and eleven' Feet, giving a Return 
Bill for the ſame, ordering me to tear out 
my juſt Account, and enter ſuch as he di- 
reed. I ftrenuouſly objeCting, he told 
me, he would get one as ſhould comply, 
Mr Fil the Scavil-man and Mr Stigants 
had a Difference in ſharing the Profits, 
Stigants expecting 151 receiv'd but 4.10 5. 
At firſt, indeed, i thought he had jeſted, 
and did it purely to try me, becauſe he 
had formerly ſmarted, when turn'd out 
from being Maſter-builler at Portſmouth, 
and in ſome meaſure plac'd at Dover on 
this Affair, to regain his Reputation. Hut 
he perſiſting, 1 endeavour'd to deter him 
by all the modeſt Admonitions in Nature, 
hinting to him the Scandal, as well as the 
Damage that often happen'd in ſuch un- 
warrantable Undertakings. However, he 
not relenting, 1 ſtopt his Proceedings on 
ſeveral Particulars, and told him of it be- 
tween our ſelves. Once he would have 
had me meaſure the Scavinger's Work with 
a Meaſure a Foot and a half ſhorter than 
it ſhould have been; upon which I broke 
the Meaſure. At ſeveral other times .he 
OY ; | * would 
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would have had me ſet down divers Uten- 
fils more than really were receiv'd, and of 
ſo ſmall a Value as that of a wooden Sho- 
vel. At laſt, finding me averſe to his 
Inclination, (not only becauſe of my natu- 
ral Propenſity to Honeſty but alſo, be- 
cauſe my Father had often charged me 
never to ſtain my Reputation, that valu- 
able jewel, which once loſt, is very rarely, 
if ever, regain'd in ſo true a Luſtre as it 
had before its Eclipſe ; and becauſe of the 
before-mentioned Mr John Philips Advice 
to me, that I had better relinquiſh Stigant's 
Buſineſs, than lye under ſuch Temptations 
to the endangering my Reputation. I ſay 
my Maſter finding that he could not bring 
me over to his Meaſures, nor work upon 
me, to tear out ny true and juſt Account, 
and make one of his directing, moved to 
the Commiſſioners of the Work that | was 
uſeleſs, ſince the Buſineſ: declin'd, Winter 
approaching, and that he could manage it 
now without ſuch an Inſtrument, which 
would ſomewhat leſſen the Charge. The 
Board ſcrupling that to be Truth, he told 
them, it was my Deſire. They then re- 
ply'd, I ſhould move to them my ſelf. 
Mr. Stigants being ſurpriz'd, came to me, 
and ask*'d how | had diſoblig'd the Board 
adding, that he was forc'd to ſtruggle hard. 
to get me continued in my Buſineſs, ſince; 
they very much inclin'd to diſcharge me. 
I was, indeed, very much nettled to hear 
him, not being conſcious to my ſelf —_ 

n lit- 
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Miſdemeanour, and I further believed, 
that he, who would be a Knave in one 
reſpe&, would alſo bea Knave in another. 
Upon this I apply'd my ſelf to a worthy 
Gentleman, and a particular Acquaint- 
ance of mine, and at that time he being a 
Manager in that Affair, and being happily 
at that inſtant before the: Board, heard the 
Paſlage, and ingenuouſly told me; where- 
upon Paſſion, which often overcomes Rea- 
ſony was then ſo predominant in me, that 
Limmediately wrote out the TranſaQions 
of Mr Stigants, which upon a ſecond Con- 
Gderation, I firſt ſhew'd to himſelf, and 
afterwards laid them before the Commiſſi- 
oners, upon Which Sign, was ſent for, 

and examined. | 
At firſt he deny'd ; but by taxing him 
with allowing one of the Timber-Mer- 
chants fifteen Loads of Timber more than 
was deliver'd, he denied it, ſaying, * [was 
but ten Loads, with ſome other Matters to 
ſuch a Purpoſe, by which the Board be- 
liev'd the whole, and ſo diſcarded him, and 
gave me a voluntary Gratification of Ten 
Pounds, a good Certificate, which I can 
produce, and their Promiſe to ſerve 'me 
as Opportunity preſented. However, I 
deſired my Diſcharge, upon Account of 
better Offers in the River of Thames, in 
the more proper and immediate Part of 
Ship- building; and from thence I came- to 
Deptford, in which Place I acted and ma- 
naged the building of ſeveral large _ | 
cnant- 


(.23 
ebant- ſhips, as Fore-man to Mr Winters 
then Maſter. builder of the lower Wet- 
Dock in the aforeſaid Place, until Mr 
Winter. declin'd, and I then having an Op- 
ortunity (through Commiſſioner Green- 
bill's coming to Deptford) to be enter'd 
into his Majeſty's Yard there, as a Quar- 
ter-man to the Shipwrights, not only thro” 
the ſaid! Commiſſioner's Favour, by his 
former Knowledge of me, but alſo at the 
Requeſt of Mr Popley, (another Merchanc- 
builder, under whom I had acted on his 
Majeſty*s Ship the Panther) to Mr Harding. 
I continu'd in that Station under him near 
three Years, though with ſome uneaſineſs, 
ſeeing Commiſſioner Greenhill was ſoon 
remov'd to Plymouth, and then I was 
deem'd not only a Creature of the faid 
Commiſſioner's, but alſo one that was not 
well affected to any fraudulent Manage- 
: ment, and this was ſometime hinted to 
| me on account of the Paſſages between my 
Maſter and me at Dover. However, at 
the Death of Mr Harding, Mr Alen was 
removed from Wookwich, to be Builder of 
bis Majeſty's Yard at Depeford ; 1 had been 
very well known to him at Portſmouth, 
upon which Acquaintance he deſired my 
Aſſiſtanee in converting the Timber, be- 
cauſe; Mr Nicholſon was ancient, and tho? 
he had been Fore-man of the ſaid Yard 
many Fears, and well practiſed in the Bu- 
ſineſs of converting of Timber, yet, by his 
Geſtures, he believed him to decline, and 


in 
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in caſe he ſhould err, the Miſtakes would 
be placed upon him: Alſo, that though 
he had two Sons of Men's Growth, yet, 
they being young, he did not care to 
truſt them: Beſides, - he was ſure that I 
would be very careful, and that by being 
ſo long employed as a Fore-man in the 
private Service, muſt undeniably know . 
how to make the, beſt of every Piece of 
Timber, ſo that he ſhould be very eaſie in 
my managing that Affair; and in a very 
little time after, he put Mr Nicholſon out 
from being Fore- man, and put his Son 
Joſeph in his room, continuing me in the 
ſame Station as before. He. ſeem'd to be 
very careful for ſome Years, often deſi- 
ring me to be a very good Husband, and 
make the beſt of every Piece of Timber 
that went through my Hands; and ſo I 


really did, believing him to be in Ear- 


neſt; for, ſays he, my Sons are young, 
and have alſo ſome other Buſineſs to do, 
ſo that they cannot inſtantly attend the 
Sawyers in cutting and converting the 
Timber, , and therefore I ſhall put the 
whole ſtreſs upon you. Thus he con- 
tinucd very ſmooth and ſerene for three 
or four Years, until I obſerved there 
was little Timber received, {as the Report 
ſeem'd to imply that the Contracts were 
fili d) and the upper Timber being re- 
moved, the lower Part, as two tire, 
proved very bad, by being Sap - rotten, 
and alſo very much decaycd at a ; 
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ſo finding bat little Timber come to uſe, 
I acquainted the Maſter Shipwright with 
the ſame, who inſtead of deſcribing a 
Method to 'uſe it for his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice, reflected on the former Managers 
only, ſay ing, It was very hard upon him, 
that he ſhould come to cut up ſo much 
d——d Stuff for another Man. How- 
ever, I did preſume to adviſe him to cut 
up the ſaid Timber for what it would 
make, in order to clear the Yard, and 
make room for other more uſetul, He 
did not inſtantly contradi& me; but by 
intervals began to reflect, and ſay, d——n 
you, what do you expect to Merit by 
your Work? What ! do you want to be 
Builder and be dd to you? And ſuch 
like Expreſſions; yet I went forward, and 
cut up the Timber to what it would 
make, and in about Eight Vears (the time 
I aged in that Station) I believe | cut u 
between Twenty and Tharty Thouſand 
Loads of Timber, whereof a great part 
was defective, and good for little. 

In the Year 1711. Mr Sutherland, a very 
hearty Acquaintance of mine, laid a Pro- 
jection betore my Lord Orferd, concern- 
ing the converting and fitly adapting Plank 
to plank Ships bottoms, and after that 
time Mr. Alen's Reflections were very 
-plentifully extended towards me, as, What 
makes you keep Company with Sutherland ? 
What Buſineſs have you with him? There 

. a 
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pon it) and now! according to your 
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and about this Yard; the Yard will be 
good for nothing in a very little times 
being treated after ſuch a manner, ot 
rather worſe, defired he would be pleaſed 
to let me be placed on 'other Buſineſs 3 
but he reply'd, if I would not do that | 
ſhould do nothing. Some time after this, 
when new Timber was tumbled in, and 
it being the common talk among all who 
had Eyes, that the Meaſure was defective, 
His Majeſty ſeldom having more than four 
for five, or ſomething near it; and 1 be. 
ing plac'd to fee all the Timber that came 
to the Saw pits, it happen'd a Piece was 
brought there that was very ſuſpicious, and 
out of Curiofity I meaſnred it with Mr 
Leger, (another that aſſiſted the Converſion! 
and found the Picce 10 Foot leſs than i 

really was mark'd for, which being dene ian 
the view of divers Spectators, it came 1d 
the Clerk ot the Check's Ear, who had me 
to the Piece, tried the Meaſure, found it 

wrong, and new ſtamp'd it. Our Builder 
underſtanding that Paſſhge, ask d me, W hit | 
was the Matter? I told him; fays be, 


ber? Suppoſe here ſhould be à Survey, 
What a fine Piece of Work yon would 
make? About a Month after he ſent for | 
me, and ſaid, Mr Williamſen,- I would not 
have you take it diſreſpectfully, for now | 
my Sons and 1 can do that Buſineſs, - (yt 
he tad one Son ſeſs than when l ws 


ifor- | 
mer | 
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mer Requeſt, Fll.place you upon a Ship?s 


Side with the Command of 20 Men, fine 


1 cannot bear a Quarterman on that Ser- 
vice, being reflected on ſaltho he lac. 
another Quarterman there immediately 3) 
beſides, 1 know you, and ſo (ſays he) I 
would have you act with a Company of 
Men. I made my Manners to him, and 


ſo took my leave; and thus it paſt with 


daily Reflections, untiF*he 26th of May. 
1715, at which time the Navy-Beard came 
down-to Deptford, in order to cnquire in- 


to the Abules of the ſaid Yard; and there 
being Sir Charles Wager, Comptroller, Jacob 


Acworth, Eſq; Surveyor, Commodore Corg- 
wall, Eſquire Burton and EſquireFawler with 


their Clerk, all met together at our Maſter 
of -Attendances, they ſent for ſeveral per- 


ſons, and enquir'd into the Abuſes of the 
ſaid Yard, and at length they ſent for me. 
Says the Suryeyor, How do you do Mr. 


Williamſon? And after ſome Queſtions 


ask'd, 1 6 he, I remember you ſomewhere, 
whom did you ſerve? I told him Mr. 


Stigants | well remember you, pray (ſays 


he) do you know what was given to the 


ft, | Builder for entering of Men? To make 
d } ſhort, I told, | never gave him any Money. 
r lÜl believe ſo ({ays he) you never had any 
t ,occafion; but what do you hear is given? 
I told him, in-ſhort, it was a common 


tr Talk amongſt the Workmen, of this Vard, 
J that before an Entry was compleat it coſt 
Ten Pounds; at!Which the faid Commiſ- 

; __ ſioners 
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FÞ Koners ſmil'd, and after ſome other Que- 
if tions, ask'd me, How I had been em- 
loy'd ? I told them in converting Tim- 
r, or in lining' the Sawyer's Work. 
They ask'd me, If I had obſerv'd any de- 
fective Tember: I anſwer'd, Yes, | had 
ſeen Timber received with ſmall black 
Knots, which prov'd worſe than it ap- 
pr Says the Surveyor, I don't mean 
o; but did you ſec no defects very viſt- 
ble at the Receipt, I told him, Yes, ſo 
bad, that a blind Man would have diſco- 
ver'd the Defects, and refuſed them by 
his feeling. Says the Surveyor, What 
Charge did the Builder give you, when 
he plac'd you in that Buſineſs? I anſwer'd 
him, as is before recited, Only, that he 
deſir'd I would act in that Buſineſs as he ' 
would do, was he to do it himſelf, But 
at length; as I have ſaid before, he began | 
to refle&, and told me, he would not | 
have Merchant Yard's Converſion; what 
do you expect to merit and be d d to 
ou | 
1 alſo acquainted the Commiſſioners of 
'a parcel of Elm-Timber ſerv'd into the 
Yard, which was really ſo defective, that 
the Builder reflected on himſelf for ha- 
ving receiv'd it, ſaying, Cut up this Tim- 
ber, and make what Conſumption you 
can, for | cannot endure to ſee it in the 
Yard. He recerv'd allo ſeveral Pieces of 
Oak, which were full as bad, eſpecially 
one Piece of 3 Load and 30 Foot, 30 Foot 
ws ow being 
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. being abated, which Piece the Builder 
— would ſhow his Husbandry in lining it, 
- [73 himſelf, for the Knee of a Head; and 
<= when converted, there was not above 15 
Foot of good Timber in it. . The, Builder 
ordered me to ſend it to heat the Pitch; 
I really believe this large Piece was de- 
ſignedly received to help out the Meets 
1ngs, and to enhance the Price of other 
ſmall Timber. I alſo propoſed to lay the 
Timber in Similar Heaps, for the Benefit, 
of, the Uſe, and leſſening the Charge of 
Labourers to cant for uſeful Timber; but 
whether he fear'd to diſcover the Abuſe 
of receiving ſmall Timber for great, or 
Sap-rotten Timber for freſh, I cannot real. 
ly fay, for he would never conſent to the 
'3 Propofition. The Surveyor ask'd me, 
how i did with the Builder, after he found 
3 fault with having Merchant-Yard's Con- 
verfion ? I told him, That, notwithſtand- 
ing his Reflections, I proceeded to make 
the moſt of every Picce of Timber that 
went thro* my Hands: And altho' the 
Builder would often threaten me, that [ 
ſhould pay the Charge of Sawing, if 1 
perſiſted in making good Converſion, ſay- 
ing, You are a ſtrange Fellow, you will 
not do as | bid you, I muſt be oblig'd to 

lace another Man in your Station, with 
divers other harſh reprimands z yet I con- 
tinued ſteady in doing by his Majeſty's 
Materials, as I ſhould have defired ano- 
ther Perſon to do by mine; until James 

ws e Wall, 
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Wall, the Meaſurer, came to me, and told 


me, the Builder had given him order to 
allow the Sawyer's no but · ſide Cuts, un- 
leſs the Slab would hold upwards of $ 
Inches thick, and after that, all the Slabs 
of that thickneſs, and leſs, were miſap- 
py'd; which continued upwards of two 
ears before it came to the Ears of the 
Navy- Board, and James Wall own'd it be- 
fore theSurveyor and yet bad not one Hair 
diminiſn'd for concealing the Abuſe of 
near Two Thouſand Pounds worth of His 
Majeſty's'uſtful Timber, no better than 
burnt upon one Fire or another, without 
any manner of Reſpect to the Publick 
xpence. | 
At fength, I judging it very dubious to 
act in ſuch unlavtul ways, deſired the 
Builder would place me on ſome other 
Buſineſs, and let ſome other Man line the 
Timber. 'Heimmediately replied, G-d 
D = you, Sir, if you refuſe doing 
that, you ſhall do nothing under me, 
with other threatning, and even barbarous 
Expreſſions, too tedious to be mention'd 
here. Then the Surveyor ask'd me, If 
i had obſerv'd any Thing in the mcaſu- 
ring Part to be an Abuſe? I told him, I 
Had obſery'd in Pieoes mark'd and te- 
cciv'd for five Load, that ſcarce meaſured 
three: And that it was a common Pra- 
Ace to over meaſure the Timber, in ſome 
Pieces ſixty Foot, in others forty, to thir- 
ty, twenty, & c. and in every Piece ner 
. E 2 ing 


i 


——_—— — 
- 


—- aA — 


r 


64 
thing, as the Merchant's and his Majeſty's 
Meaſurers could beſt agree, which (faid 
I) can be very'eafily prov'd by Mr Toung 
and Mr Leger, who were privately em- 


* 


ployd by the Builder, to give him an Ac- 


count of the over Meaſure, 


It was on the 7th of Auguſt, 1713. 
'when I meaſured that Picce of Timber, 
that I found it ten Foot leſs, and Hum- 

breys the Meaſurer, (who, by Report, 

as carried off a very good Eſtate, ob- 
— 1 in a few Years from a very 
me: "Þoxinving ). would have baffled 
me concerning the Meaſure, had I not 
been. able to confute- him: And al- 
though the Clerk of the Check had me to 
his Office, and let me ſec him alter the 
Book, I was look'd upon with an evil 
Eye for doing the ſame. Memorandum, 
T frat. Fawos Wall received the ſaid Piece. 
1 oſten acquainted the Builder with 
the -Badneſs of the Timber in reſpect to 
his' Reputation, believing he knew no- 
thing of it, and thinking he would take 
it kindly: But inftead of that, he ut- 
ter'd nothing but Exclamations and harſh 
Sentences againſt my Management, ſay- 
ing, Tan are as Inſpeflir, and a medal ing 
Fellow ;, in a little Tim the Cuſtom of this 
Tard will be ſpoil d: There will be no living 
for ſuch Juſpeftors : I will ſoon clear : 
Yard of you and ſome others. (I ſuppoſe he 


meant Mr Smtherland, who been 
By jut 


7 * 1 
46 


juſt before lay ing Propoſitions for better 


Husbandry in our Affairs.) | 

On the 27th of May, being the next 
Day after this Examination, the Navy- 
Board ſent a Warrant directed to Mr 
Sutherland and Richard Williamſon, Quar- 
termen, and James Wal, Meaſurer in 
Daves: Tard, the Contents whereof are as 
ollow : T4 | 


NAVY-OFFICE, 
May the 27th, 1715. 


GENTLEMEN, 


| AVI NG recaived Information, that 
4 great Quantity of Timber bas been 
receiv d into h Majeſlys Tard at Dept- 
ford, that has neither been fitting ſor the Ser- 
vice, nor agree able to Contract, that ſame has 
been receiv'd in Coments more than it really 
meaſured, and being de ſrous to have this 
Complaint thoroughly enquired into, We bave 
this 'Day ſent an Order to the proper Offi- 
cers, immediately toemploy you Tree in me a- 
ſuring all the Timber now. in the Tard (already 
received) as you can tome at. And We do di- 
rect you in doing thereof, to take an Account 
in diſtinf} Colupms, how much each Piece 
mepſures, and how much it is mark'd for, 
noting againſt each Piece how it appears as 
fo 
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had never been. Beſides, ſays he, | will 
never meaſure with you, unleſs you mea- 
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wen 
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to Goodneſs ; and, if, Deſeftive] how, and in 
what manner. And in the ehcution of this 
Affair, We do dirett :you to, 1 your . beſt Skill 
and Judgment, and 10 att therjn with all the 


Faithfulneſs you can to his  Mjefty's Intereſt. 
Ws are your Affecl ionate ien 4 bait. | 
me Mer 927001 i819vel Ps nd3 big 

_- Cl. Wager, 
Cl. Cornwal, 
J Acworth, 
Burton. 
Directed b 
Mr Suthetland, Quarter- 


Richard Williamſor, men. 
James Wall, Mea rer, 


As ſoon as the Wartant came to our 
Hands, James Vl fell into a violent 
Paſſion, ſaying, HisKeputation was loſt, 
and that he would lay it on me; his Em- 
ployment was in hatard purely through 
my "meaſuring that Piece of Timber on 
the 7th of Angi, 1713. otherwiſe this 


ſure my way, 


We 


18 ) 
We ar uh m, and ſhewed that 
tus ben er "tb" faye, Ks Ropuratign 
was: tc anfer che Board's Orders" fince 
by 110 Ei 1s he N = 0 
e himſelf get Toſtice. "However, our 
Perfwafions Gee 0 'pteyail; until be tad 
conſulted r NRlm, und dome ö there, 
and then afte ſeveral Debates, he join'd 
with vs {whe Day to meaſure one 
Piece. In prdècuting the Board-Warrant 
we formal boh the Meaſure and Defects 
Vet N having Recourſe to the 
Particulars) u fully appear. 

However, inmeaſuring 354 Pieces there 
was Forty . wanting, and there 
being near 12@0 Pieces in the faid Yard, 
the whole Wart couldnot be leſs than nine 
Hundred Loadtin Quantity, and confide- 
ring the Qualit, the um may very Bok 
neſtly be doubed to eighteen Hundt 
Loads of Timbeſ Scarce had we begurt th 
Survey, whenth«Builder,apd the other QF 
ficers began to reflect. Says one, Iwill not 
account for the Neaſures, and ſay others, 
ve cannot acrounꝭ for the Defects, and\ſay 
ſome, you had as nuch Hand in it as L 
The Workmen obſ{rving this Contuſion, 


nity to 


— — 


began to, make the Abuſe their common 


Talk, every one alnoſt ſeeming defi 
to follow our Example, and to a 
what they could, in tectifying tho 
Abuſe. | 255 N nad 1 1 4 
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The, r bega Guding 1 
vey, and by ſome other fre bauten 
ons, that the ſaid Abuſe not only appear d 
obvious to pI Rody*s View, but alſo. 
very notorious, ordered. 4 n 59 
be fixed upat the Gate 155 the ſaid 

The, Contents were as follows, viz. 


By the Principal Officers and 
Commiſſioners of His Maje- 
ſty's N. A'V Y: 


This Board "IR received In- 
fotmation of W reat Abuſes in 
54 


His 1 $ 5 at abe 


in takit 


Entry, 
and . e Work- 
men in the ſaid Vard, and o- 


ther Matters very Iaju eus 155 
Prejudicial 10 * * 
HESE We ve bes. 1 


vice. 
N Prerſont, pho” N => * 
aye Knowletige of theſe wr any 4. 
70 Wed ill Pralle, in the ſaid Yard, will 
come to this Board, and difcope 
out the ſame, they ſhall reteroe all 
9 and Ene gem. — 


(028 . 


"But if it ſhell 
or Perſoks' habe given Money a: aforeſnid, 


or ſhall have Knowledge of any of the above · 
mentioned Abuſes, and ſhall not diſcover the 


ſame upon this Advertiſement, they ſhall be im- 
mediarely diſcharg'd from his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice. Dated at the Navy-Office the 6th Day 
of June, 1715, 


We | $21 6 | Ch; Wager, 
Cb. Cornwal, 
J. Fawler. 


- Upon this Advertiſement ſeveral Per- 
ſons came in, to the Numher (by Repgrr) 
of near Fifty, complaining of one Abuſe 
7 other; thougb, indeed, ſeveral were 
ubious how they might be ſery'd Only 
ſeeing us ſo ſmart upon the aforeſaid Sur- 
vey, they were animated to ſpeak the 
Truth, But to return, to inſtance. fame 
Paſſages of our Survey. aſs Fo 
© The Abuſe of Meafuring appearing ſo 
very bad, not only in the Timber that 
had been longeſt in the Yard, but alſo in 
ſome that had J. V. for James Wall, 
ſamp'd upon the Butt, which put Mall into 
a. mighty Conſternation, ſo that he would 
often flag, and, as much as poſſible, diſ- 
pute our method of Meaſuring How- 


ever, we perſiſted in the Truth, and kept 
two Accounts, one of what we found it 
by, our way, and another of what — 

made 


der appear, that y Per- 
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the Defects, the Want could not be leis 


(219 
made it by his, which differed very con- 
ſiderably. But in a Day or two after 
we began, Mr. Fellows, (our Foreman of 
the Float-work, and a great Favourite of 
the Surveyors) came and told us, he had 


received Advice trom the Surveyor, that 


we ſhould proceed in meaſuring according 
to James Malls way; but indeed, ſays Fel- 
lows, I am of Opinion, that Malls Mea- 
ſurment is not good, or juſtifiable, but 
very intricate and — 4 At which 
Wall's Countenance chang'd, though he 
_ not, or made any manner of De- 
ence. | bd. Vis 


The Survey being in a manner ended, 


or rather, our Inclination to proceed àc- 


cording to Order, being ſtop'd, ſince we 
found not only Diſcouragement from the 
Guilty, but Encouragement from none. 
However, we continued until Mr. Felloms 
came and told us, the Surveyor deſired 
us to ſum up what we had done, and 
bring it up to the Board, for that they 


wanted to put an End to the Contro- 


verſy. Thus, believing they deſired. an 


exact Account, in anſwer to their Order, 


we endeavoured to compute from the 
Quantity of Timber lying in the ſaid 
Yard, what might be wanting in the 
whole, and we were very poſitive there 
could not leſs be wanting than Nine hun- 
dred Load in the Meature, Beſides, by 


than 


(622.0 
tinn ſurh anoffier - Quantity,” which: at 
Three Pound per Load (for I am apt to 
delieve it coſt no leſs) is Five thouſand 
tour hundred Found, and accordingly a 
Letter was red to acquaint the Board 
with the e the Contents being as 


5 * . 
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Ream — 


* — te your an Order of the 
—. of 2 laſt paſt, we have conn 
e e ſurveyed 324 Ends of Oa 
— i 


in dit Majofty's Tard at Dept- 
ford, und. by gaking their Dime n ſion as uſual, 


1 find in 381 Ends 2068 Feet e over 
Aibaſurr. Bat by meaſuring ſome of them at 
wwe Dioiſunt, (which in our Opinion, it mach 
iryuer) the over Meaſure i, 2204, Feet, which 
lin ſiæ Foot aud one Fourth in each End over- 
sure. Jn Thirty one Ends: the under 
— * 10 12.3 Feet, and zheye 6s n 
iu 

e ll en in proſecutin 

A aſure ment, we have taken every re Fo 
File of Timber in due \Coutſe, that could be 
— or come at, finding; by ſeveral Mien 


Part of te Tim- 
78 5 which hat 5 — one 


r 


it much better meaſured, (though nor 


alleen which can be cum ww 
t 
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made for ſome of thus de ſoſtivd Nnber 3 
n indrod, there are in the” generui der "faw 
and ſmall Abatements male m ( any. i. 
Old Timber. 

That which. is marked mith this Chara- 
fler, V. has been viewed by your Ho- 
Ours, 

As to the whole Matter of Fact, after 4 
nice an Obſervation as can poſſibly be made, 
eur real Opinion, (with all humble Submiſſion) 
is, That except the new Timber, the over 
Meaſure will ariſe on the quantity of Timber 
now lying ins the Tard, adequate to that which 
has been found on this ſmall Parcel, (but not 


being. able/to get either the Quantity of the 


ſame, or the Number of Ends, exalt we cannot 
fnifh ſuch 4 Calculation). Ard as to the De- 
fetts, they are rather worſe than the Mea. 
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. alſo aur Opinion, That maſt of tha 
Ground: Tire i: — ror and . 
Haut and Cd By finding alſo a lay 
Quantity of ſmall: ir — ular 75 in the 
Ted, we are apt 10 think, (unleſs. there. be 
Cotratts not in Uſe) that it 55. under Con- 
traft, ſince the Figures will not be deemed 
— — 1 will the Contents reach fifty 


1 — 2 — 4 particular Adem 
in er Columns, for your Honour i better 
Information, hoping, with bumble. Submiſſion, 
it will anſwer the Directions ef t bis Honous 
12 75 Board. — — it our pr 82 prin- 

Aim. Ve remain in t ron 


z 
Aicher HoxourABLy, | 
Your: Honours 
moſt Obedient, 
Humble en 


JI. 


V E OW t 
m a A 
he * en R. W. Pp 
th wrt ide ata | (\ 
In 


Mr. Wall re 
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Fanes Wall refuſed to ſign this Letter, 
neither did he care to make any other 
Report to the Board than what was Or- 
dinarily fet down in a Vulgar Book made 
with the Sca Mufter-Paper, untill we 
had ſomewhat harraſs'd him to anſwer 
the Warrant; aud then he agreed to make 
a {mall Certificate of our Proceedings un- 
der the calculated Account, which Certi- 
ficate was thus. | 


T 5s our humble Opinion, That all the Im- 
I ber above-mentioned is in every reſpect g- 
greeable to what it is repreſented, and that all 
the Pieces mentioned in the Margm ought to 
be meaſured at twice. 


K 
R. W. 
J. V. 


On the 4th of Fly, every one of us at- 
tended the Board with our Account; 
and after ſome Examination, there hap- 
p2ncd ro be ſeveral Sap-rotten Pieces, 
(very latcly received by the faid Wall) 
in Diſpute, way fech Goods ſhould be 
reevived witli out Req uc ment, or making 

C A bates 


Abatements. Wall inſtantly rumaged 
his Pockets, and took out ſome Papers, 
inſiſting, that there was an Allowance 
made on the ſame, which appeared to 
the Honourable Board a notorious Lye, 
for which he was reprimanded, | 
After we had returned to our Buſi- 
neſs, Wall ſmil'd at us, with ſome others, 
Ffaying, What have ye gained by what 


ye have done? Which, indeed, was lit- | 


tle more than ſaving the Publick Expence 
above Two thouſand Pounds per Annum, 
and cauſing a good Ship-builder (though 
made out a great Villain) to bediſcardcd. 


Mr. Sutherland and I believing ourſelves | 


to be hardly beſet, joyn'd in advancing 
a Letter to the Board, under Cover of 


| 


« 


one to the Suryeyor, and ſtating our Caſe | 


as follows. 
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To the Right Honourable 
the Principal Officers 
and Commiſſioners of 


His Majeſty's Navy. 


Ricur HONOURABLE, 

IT H bumble Submiſſion, obſerving 
Mr Allen, our Maſter-Builder, is re- 
moved from his Employment for Miſdense a- 
nors, and taking our ſelves to be Principal 
Actors (in Obedience to this Honourable 
Board) in diſcovering the ſame, have thought 
proper, with humble Submiſſion, to attend and 
ſtate our Caſe, not ſo much out of a covetous 
Temper of deſiring 4 Gratuity fer extra- 
ordinary Acting, as to prevent our future Miſ- 
carriage, and the ſiniſier Smiles of thoſe Per- 
ſons that think themſelves injur'd. 

With humble Submiſſion, although Salvage- 
Money in the Crvil Lam is allom'd to the 
Company of one Ship, for good Offices done to 
the Ship and Company of another, yet we have 
often obſerv'd it allowed to Perſons that have 
ſecur'd any of bis Majeſty's Goods, and brought 
them ta the proper Uſe, when driving on the 
Stream. \ 

And for as much as it is ofton obſerv/d, 
that Reflections are very induſtriouſly be ſtom d 
en ſuch as are buſie, 14 the Cauſe be ever ſo 
material and right; it is humbly pray d = 

Ca | ' 
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the momentous Cauſe of the Trouble given to 
=_ er 4 by us, may have li- 

rty to be publiſhed, that every Perſon m 
fee Nach a Loft has not hols wade 4 
ſome material Topic.. 

Otherwiſe, it may happen (when. ſuch 4 fa- 
_ is forget, and has made 4 Revolution 
about its Axis) that we may for ſome very 

nder Fault be deprived of that little Moiety, 
which is at pre ſent beſtawed upon us; for Re- 

ut ation, that valuable Jewel, may be as ſoon 
loſt behind the Curta n, as on the higheſt Moun- 
tain. 1 _ 

But referring our ſelves with all the Re- 
fignation in Nature, to the diſpoſal of this 
Honourable Board, and begging excuſe for this 
Trouble, we remain, in the greateſt Senſe of 
Duty and Re ſpect, 18 


RicuT HONOURABLE, 


\ Your Honours 
moſt Obcdient, 


Humble Servants, 


Deptford, July 
26. 1715. | 
Ric. Williamſon. 


This 


n 
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This Letter being ſent as aforeſaid, 
but no Anſwer being return'd, on the 
firſt of Auguſt following, Mr, Sutherland 
and I waited on the Surveyor at the 
Board Office, and ſent into the Board - 
room unto him, about Seven a Clock in 
the Eycning, where he then was. When 
he came to us, inſtead of gracious Smiles 
we expected from him, for good Services 
done, he accoſted us with Frowns, and 
in Paſſion ſaid, What would you. have 
with me? I have receiv'd your Letter, 
and (if I miſtahe not) he ſwore by G--d 


it was not Engliſh, We addreſs'd him 


with all the Modeſty we could. ſaying, 
that having undergone great fatigue and 
hazard in ſerving his Majeſty in leflening 
the Publick Expence, we hop d that was 
the proper Place from whence we might 
expect to be encouraged. The Surveyor 
reply'd, He knew nothing we bad merit- 
ed; what ſignify'd meaſuring a little 


Timber, and finding 5 cr 6 Feet want- 


ing in each Piece; he knew very well, 
that Timber might ſhrink Ten Faot in 
Fifty, and that the beſt of Men may, be 
liable to miſtake ſome time or other. 
We modeſtly reply'd, but not ſuch ge- 
neral Miſtakes, as appears viſible in this 
Survey, and what your Honour had not 
come to the knowledge of without our 
Aſſiſtance, no other Men in the Yard 

C3 . 
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(as we ſyppoſe) having the Courage to 
-undertake ſuch a Diſcovery, becaule the 
Builder being removed chiefly upon our 
Information and Survey, it might be ve- 
ry probable, that the ſuccecding Builder, 
as well as the preſent Officers, who werte 
heartily "xD | with the ſame, would 
owe us a Grudge, and would repay it 
oh the firſt opportunity. The Surveyor 
procceded further, ſaying, Others would 
have done this as well as you, and if [ 
had thought you would have cxpeaed a 


Gratuity, you ſhould not have done it; 


I cannot ſee any Reaſon why you ſhould 
apply, ſceing 1 Pay is not diminiſh'd, 
nor have you loſt by it. We told him, 
there were always Extra-Allowances gi. 
ven for extraordinary Services, eſpecially 
when our Maſters are ſo conſiderable 
Gainers on our Account; and I told him, 
that I had my ſelf received the ſame, 
. when I diſcover'd ſo ſmall an Abuſe as 
that committed at Dover : Says he, I 
| know that rfect ly well 5 but d-——n it, 
.,- would you be pay,d,hird orcncourag'd for 
being boneſt? With ſeveral other ſuch 


| like indecent Reflections, which for Mo- 
deſty's fake l for hear to mention at pre- 


in k. | 
In October laft, there was a Diſcourſe 
that 40 Shipwrights were to be diſcharg'd, 


5 and it being the cuſtom of the Navy to | 


place a Quarterman, as Overſeer to eucry 
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20 Shipwrights; and it being yery cre- 
db ly reported, that my ſelf and one Joh 
Paire (another of the Board Evidences 
againſt the late Builder) were the Men. 
pitch'd upon, (although there were two 
Quartermen enter'd with the. laſt 40 
Shipwrights, Which, according to the 
Method ot the Navy, ought to be diſ- 
charg'd with them again) on pretence 
that Paine and | had nal Families, and 
were well able to bear the Reducement: 
Upon which, on the 29th of the ſaid 
Month, ſeeing the Surveyor in the Yard, 
Paine and I accoſted him, and told him 
what was deſigned, I alſo ſaid, l hope I 
have done nothing to deſerve it: Says 
he, Have you done any thing to deſerve 
it? I reply'd, No, except it be lately 
done. Says the Surveyor, Who told you 
ſo? I know nothing of it; it is in the 
Builder's Power, he may do as he pleaſes. 
Paine then very pertly reply'd, Where is 
then our Protection? Upon which the 
Surveyor turn'd his Back, and carricd the 
Builder off with him. 

It would be tedious to mention every 
little flight that has happen'd ſince, and 
the barbarous Reflections of our Capital 
Officers in the ſaid Yard, towards ſeve- 
ral of the Men that were in a manner 
compell'd to att in the ſaid Affair, and 
detc& an Abuſe, which, if well and pru- 
dently managed, will (for the future) 
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leflen the Publick Expence at leaſt Two 
Thouſand Pounds per Annum. 

Before I end my Caſe, I will only men- 
tion how I have been lent twice out of 
this Yard by the Nayy-Board ; the firſt 
time was to ſerve my Lord Viſcount 
Weymouth, to convert Timber in Shropſhire, 
for to be ſerv'd into Plymouth Publick 
Yard; and was by his Lordſhip recom- 
mended to the Board, as a Perſon, in his 
Opinion, fitly qualified to bear an Office 
in any of His Majeſty's Yards ; and had 
my Anſwer from Eſquire Sergiſon, that 
the Report for that Employment was 
gone halt an Hour. 

The ſecond time was to ſerve Eſquire 
Blaithwait, in ſurveying the Harbour of 
Portlock, wherein I gave him very geod 
Satisfaction. | 

And now, Gentlemen, I am about to 
acquaint you with my Reward for ſerv- 
ing, as my aforeſaid Caſe recites : and 
perhaps the worft of Scoundrels would 
have met with better Treatment. Con- 
trary to our Engliſh Conſtitution I have 
had no hearing, and thcrefore am oblig'd 
to publiſh my Cale. 

Mr. Richard Stacy, our moſt gracious Ma- 
jeſty's Ship-builder at Deptſord, when firſt 
advanc'd here, was pleaſed, no leſs than 
three times to accoſt me with ſuch reite- 
rated Demands, as, What are you? Pray, 
what Station do you act in here?. His 

| . Countenance 
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.Swear himſelf off from it. But ta begin 
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Countcnance ſeeming all the while to 


imply a diſlike' more than ordinary, 
which wos followed with ſuch continual 
Expreſſions, as, Why don't you mind 
your Buſineſs, and get Stuff? At other 
times he wonld ſay, The Materials you 
provide are too good; I won't have ſuch 
good Stuff wrought (tho* perhaps the 
tame would not have been accepted, by 
a very mean Overſeer, in any Merchant's 
Yard.) At other times he would ſay, Any 
Timber Sap-rotten, or Defective would 
do for to fit up His Majeſty's Ships. 
Thus he would go on, and in ſuch 
flights to, as if he had been more than 
dilirious: But to make as ſhort as poſ- 
ſible, Mills the Fore-man (a Float is made 
the Cat's Paw) is ſet on work to provoke 
me to Paſſion, tho? I have heard him re- 
flect on the ſame Builder, that he was 
forgetful, and if he ordered any thi 
contrary to rule, he would Curſe at 


my Exit, it was thus: 

In Auguſt laſt, Mills commanded and 
countermanded me ſeveral times, on ſe- 
veral heads; as (ſays he to me) upon 
your Peril ſee the Iron Work try'd; and 
juſt after, I charge you not to come a 
Shore from the Men want what you will, 
| will do all Buſineſs there; by which 
means our Men ftood ftill divers times 
for lack of Materials But in laying the 

; Tryal 
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Tryal Sloop aſhore to clean, I was aQu- 
ally plac'd on her with 17 Men, and ac- 
cording to the Navy-Boards Order, inti- 
tled to the Encouragement that might 
happen on the ſaid Service: But Mills, 
in Oppoſition to that, ordered me and 
my Men from thence (reſerving only 
two) and in our room he took their Ser- 
vants to Shore the Veſſel 3, and when I 
courted the Navy-Board's Order for our 
right, I matter not that, ſays Als, | 


have Mr Saunder's Order (who was the 


other Fore-man, and Mr Stacy s Brother.) 
Being thus ordered from the Work in 
Haſte, the Sloop was found full of Water 
the next Morning, and our Men were, 
put by their Work, and oblig'd to pump: 
the Water out again, or ſtand ſtill, which 
gave me no ſmall Provocation, whereof 
Mills took the Advantage, by asking me 
— I was coming a Shore to acquaint 


Men were ' employ'd on Board; I an- 
—＋ they were when I came a Shore, 
nd if he was going off, he might {ce 
whether they continued ſo, or not: And 
this was one main Article of my Diſo- 


bedience. __ | 


In September laſt | was ordered on the 
Sneceſs, which had at the one end the 
Lanceſton, and the Seahorſe at the other, 
being all three of Mr Sacys Building 
about five Years ſince, and yet 9 of 
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them as rotten as could. poſſibly- be ex- 


pected; nay, much worſe than moſt Ships 


are at three times that Age. I was or- 
dered to ſtrip the Side, and ſhiit the Top 
- Timbers that were defe&ive, which in- 


faced moiſt of them were, being, either 
rotten or broke. I made Moulds as u- 
ſual on ſuch an Occaſion, and went up 
the Yard to look for Pieces for the Uſe; 
but the Builder ſending for me in a 
mighty hurry, ſaid, He would. have. no 
Moulds made, only the Timbers. ſhould 
be carried up and down the Yard, Which 
was ncar a Load fora Man, and very 
unweildy for the Uſe, and immed1- 
atcly ordercd my Hands to another Ser- 
vice, I ſending for the Fore-man, his 
Brother, he came and order'd me on the 
Top-Timpers 3 but . calling himſelf to 


mind, and asking Advice, 1 was ſent. to 


Work on the Seaford, and a younger Man 
than my ſelf ordered on the Work I had 


been at; and in leſs than a Week two 


other Quartermen were order'd on the 


_ faid Work: And. in the general, Men 


were toſs d from one Service to another, 


as faſt as Boys toſs Shittlecocks in the 


Winter, and conſequently, as much Time 


unncceſſarily ſpent in ſhifting of Men, as 
Was properly ſpent in doing the Work, 


ſince I was order'd to put fome new 


Work up by the Builder, that | was ob- 


bliged 


—_— 

liged to take down again at the Publick's 
unneceflary Expence | 

Being afterwards ordered on the Sea- 
ford under Mills, I perceived by his Ge- 
ſures, the former prejudices were not 
remov'd 3 ſeeing he would ſay often, 
Where is Williamſon ? Where are all his 
Hands? And tho? I had often ask'd for 
Materials, telling bim, I could not em- 
ploy the Hands for want of Stuff, which 
he often promiſed, but ſeldom perform'd, 
tho* he frequently found fault: And 
having ſery'd me as aforc-mention'd on 
the Tryal Sloop, after our Hands had 


been expos'd to the Weather (which was 


"ny ) to Shore the Ship, off I was 
turn'd, and another fet of Men with 


their Servants put in our Place. This. 


Provocation of our Men tempt'd my Paſ- 
' Hon to ask of Mills the Reaſon for ſuch 
Uſage; and he as readily took the op- 
| 13 of acquainting the Builder that 
x} was obnoxious to Command, Remils, 
and Negligent : Upon which the Builder 
ſent for me, and examin'd me in the 
Crowd of People, -as they were going out 
of the Yard ;'and Mills would have fix'd 
the Complaint. upon me, but could not 
in divers caſes; for when I confronted 
him, he would ſay, That's my miſtake, 
] took the Starboard-Side for the Lar- 
board-Side, or in other terms, the Right 


Hand for the Left. The Builder (find- 
ing 
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ing or fearing Mills would not make 


good the Charge) ſays, I cannot put up 
this Complaint. I reply'd, Sir, I am an 
Evidence for the King, and this is an 
old Grudge. Says the Builder, I know 
nothing of that; you may go and com- 
plain to the Admiralty, or any other 
Place, I matter it not; 1 have done no- 
thing that I matter who knows; and 
having thus ſpoke, he walks off, and 
the Day following (without any further 
hearing) ſcnds a Note, diſcharging me 
out of the Yard ; whereupon I deſiring 
my Acculation ſhould be read, was de- 


ny d that Favour, only I had the liberty 


to. read the Note. 
Thus, Gentlemen, you may ſce what 


I - ny ony may expect, in doing as | have 


done, (as my aforelaid Caſe 1mpartially 
repreſents) which have publiſhed 
for no other Reaſon than for the In- 
ſtruction of all honeſt Perſons how to 
zovern themſelves, when private Intereſt 
is ſet in Ballance and Competition with 
that of the Publick. 
On the 5th of Oftober laſt I attende 
at the Navy-Board, and fent in a Let- 
ter, deſiring to know why | was diſ- 
charg'd the King's Service; and waiting a 
little, I was call'd in: Says Eſquire Ser- 
giſon, We have receiv'd your Letter, but 
the Builder has Power to diſcharge you, 
I reply'd; 1 find he bas; but it's "oy 
ar 
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hard I ſhould be ſerv'd ſo without a. 
Hearing, conſidering how ſerviccable 1 
have, lately been to the Publick. Says 
Eiquire Sergiſon, Have you had no Hear - 
ing? Yes, ſays I, amongſt a Crowd in 
the open Yard : Says the Surveyor, 
Would yon have been carricd into the 
Builders Cloſet -to be heard? But pray, 
ſays Surveyor Acworth, Have you done 
your Duty, or more than your Duty? 
1 anſwer'd, I have obcy'd my Orders in 
every reſpect; but it I had diſobey'd 
half my Orders from the Builder, it 
would have been better for the Publick 
Service, according as my ſaid Caſe re- 
Cites : But ſays J, what makes my ſuf- 
fering yet worſe, [ am diſcarded at the 
Information of a Perſon Aiſaffected to the 
Government: At which Eſquire Acworth 
Jeiſurely reply d. Who is Diſaffected ? 
Says I, Mills, who indeed ſerv'd the faid 
-Plqwire, and was prefer'd by him. The 
ard looking one upon another, at 
length ſays Efquire Acworth, Do you 
know he is Diſatfeaed *? I anſwer'd, your 
Honour knows it: After ſuch another 
Interval, ſays the Surveyor, I don't 
know it : Says I, then I muſt take ſome 
time to make that appear. 
And now, Gentlemen, ſo much as I 
am of a Scoundrel, I have ated as Fore- 
man in ſeveral of the Merchant s- 


Ship-builders Yards, where I have ſeen 
| the 
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the Difterence in being employ'd for Pri- 
vate Gentlemen, and when I was em- 


ploy'd to convert (I had almoſt ſaid con- 


ſumed) the Timber in the Publick Yards, 
as my aforeſaid Caſe recites: | fay in 
this. worthy Gentleman's Yard, where Il 
am employ d, every bit of Timber is put 

to the beſt Advantage; and as for my 
Character in Deptford Pariſh, I ſhall leave 
it to be enquir'd of by any that pleaſe 
to do it. th 
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